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In keeping with the legal requirement that
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This is not to say that homeowners associations
are required to rubber stamp all applications for
such installations. Associations must act
reasonably regarding installation of car charging
stations and work to accommodate owners
requesting to install such units. In other words,
HOAs need to find a viable way to allow residents
to install electric car charging stations while still
maintaining quality of life for other members. The
best way to do so is to have a plan in place to
process such requests.
HOA Planning for Electric Car Charging Stations
In some cases, HOAs may wish to amend their
governing documents to establish rules and
processes for the installation of electric car
charging spaces in common area parking.
Typically, such rules should lay out a process for
homeowners to apply for installation of a unit,
establish standards for review of such applications,
provide for HOA supervision of installation of the
stations, and establish to what extent the
homeowners and/or HOA is responsible for the
costs of installation, which can sometimes be
expensive. Such processes should be similar to the
association’s architectural modification review
rules already in place.

outside operator who owns the charging station
can provide a service wherein they install, manage,
and operate the charging station on association
property for a monthly fee, either to the user or to
the HOA.
Every HOA community is unique, and not every car
charging installation solution will fit every
building. Therefore, associations should enlist the
services of electrical contractors and/or charging
unit installers to evaluate their options. HOAs
should also reach out to their lawyers to assist in
negotiations with such contractors and evaluate
any necessary additions or modifications to the
governing documents that may be necessary to
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Stirling Act to pay for installation of car charging
stations — which can be expensive — some HOAs
may want to consider installing car chargers in
parking spaces wherein all owners have access to
use of the charging stations. This solution may be
useful for HOAs where the installation of multiple
chargers in common areas is not viable but where
it is expected that multiple owners will want to
install charging units for their BEVs and PHEVs. If
exercising this option, HOAs will need to
determine what kind of electric charging unit to
install and how it will operate. Associations could
choose to own, manage, and operate the electric
charging station themselves. In other cases, an
association can own the equipment and hire a
vendor to service the charging stations. Users can
pay per electric charging session or pay a monthly
flat fee for unlimited use. In other cases, an
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